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I have as much as possible instilled into the Indians the
Idea that altho the Rebels may perhaps be able to make a
shew of presents at first that they can by no means be able
to furnish the different nations with their necessary wants.
It now remains for me to send the several nations home
pleased, this will require much rum and Tobacco, those gen-
try the Seroux excepted having continued to employ their
Kegs before they arrived here, they must be also provided
of good many Canoes as many of theirs are unfit for further
Service. :

Should your Excellency judge proper to send Mr. Gautier
to proceed to the Mississipi he will hurry this Canoe much
without him, it will scarce be in my power to put any or-
ders you may send for the movement of the Labay Indians
into Execution. Mr. Langlade the zealous will by no means
be able to undertake so active an Enterprise.

The Indiang have already declared that were Gautier here
to lead them they would penetirate the Illinois Country this
winter. As I suppose you will also send orders at Detroit
in the winter I shall send off an express to be ready there
as my Indians will know the road & as I shall be able to
depend upon them & the person I shall send with them.

I have the honor to be &c
(Signed) A. S. DE PEYSTER.

DE PEYSTER TO HALDIMAND.

MICHILIMACKINAC 7 October 1778.

Sir,—1 am just honoured with your Letter of the 10" of
August last. Your Excellency may depend on me that I
shall do all in my power to keep within bounds as much as
the present situation of affairs will permit. I am sorry to
inform you that the Indians who had been so well provided
at Montreal had made away with almost everything before
they reached this (their fire cloaths excepted which they



